344.   NATIONAL SCHOOL AT BOMBAY
The handful of national schools which have survived in the
country are comely to the eyes of a spectator even as a little lake
would look beautiful in a dry arid desert The national school
at Bombay is one of these. That school has had to function in the
face of many difficulties, which persist even today. The chief
among them is lack of funds. There are difficulties in the way
of the Vidyapith subsidizing these schools wholly under strict rules.
It has been a policy of the Vidyapith not to provide any aid to
schools where the teachers are unable to collect funds. If the
Vidyapith itself is to become self-supporting at any time, it will
have to be increasingly strict in its adherence to this rule. It is
necessary to understand the meaning of the word "self-supporting"
in this context. It implies a school which can meet its own
expenses with ease on the strength of the reputation enjoyed by
its Principal and the other teachers. The best form of self-support
is for the students of such national schools to earn through their
own efforts enough to meet the expenses of their schools. Such
self-support is not beyond my visualization* In the United
States of America, innumerable students earn enough to pay their
fees and their schools subsist upon them. In India, many schools
running under Government patronage bear their own expenses and
those who run them earn fairly good money. The reason for this
is obvious. Government-sponsored education has a set market
value and the demand for this education exceeds the Government's
capacity or intention to provide it. National education has yet
to have its market-value determined. If this had been done, we
would have been enjoying swaraj today. However, the "self-
support" that I visualize is higher than that of the schools which
are run under Government patronage, as it is also distinct from
that which is to be found in the U.S.A.
This country needs an industrial climate. In the education
of this country, the vocational aspect should constitute its domi-
nant part. When this takes place, the students who will go on
learning a craft will support their schools through it. Shri Madhu-
sudan Das had conceived such a plan with regard to his tannery
in Guttack. The plan was a fine one. But it did not material-
ize as the prevailing atmosphere in the country provided no en-
couragement to vocational training or a tannery. Why should
not carpentry be an indispensable part of our higher educa-